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— 70th Anniversary of Village Administration: 70 Years of Memories —
1956–2026
In 1956 the village started its history merging Ogawamura and Tsukigawamura under the name Higashi-Chichibumura. Presently it is an only one village in Saitama Prefecture and steps with rich nature.
1956 - 2026
・August １, 1956,　merging Ogawamura and Tsukigawamura, Higashi-Chichibumura was born.
・April 1, 1961, Shiroyama Kindergarden was open.
・October, 1962,  Villagers‘　Sports Day first edition was opened.
・August 8, 1970, the construction of new village hall building of Higashi-Chichibumura was completed.
・April 8, 1975, Higashi-Chichibu Middle School was opened.
・March 24, 1979, the construction of school building of West Elementary School was completed.
・March 10, 1982, The construction of school building of East Elementary School was completed.
・September 6, 1986, Washi-no-sato Cultural Festival first edition was opened.
・June 30, 1987, The restore of Hosokawa Paper making house was completed.
・April 1, 1988, Health Center was opened.
・1989     Sister city partnership was concluded with Amber city, France. 
・May, 1991, Washi-no-sato was completed.
・July, 2000, Plaza Fureai was completed.
・March 1, 2007, Eagle Bus carries on the route Ogawamachi Station ~ Kaiya ・Shiroishi garage, starting its operation.
・April 1, 2009, Childcare Support Center was established in Shiroyama Kindergarden.
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・October 10, 2010, mascot character Washino-chan was born.
・April, 2013, East Elementary School and West Elementary School were merged and Tsukigawa Elementary School was opened.
・November 27, 2014, “The technique of  Washi=Japanese Traditional hand-made Japanese Paper (Hosokawa Paper)” was registered as Intangible cultural heritage of UNESCO.
・October 1, 2016, village bus was abolished in all lines. Eagle Bus started operating,  carrying on the route.
・October 7, 2016,  Washi-no-sato was registered in “Michi-no-eki” under the name “ Michi-no-eki Washi-no-sato Higashi-Chichibu”.
・October 30, 2016, the 60th Memorial Ceremony of Higashi-Chichibumura merged, and Washi-no-sato Renewal Ceremony of Higashi-Chichibumura was effected.
・July 1, 2017, the date November 27 was decided as “the day of Hand made Japanese Paper of Higashi-Chichibumura”.
・June 1, 2019, the operation “MeLife” Trial Housing for Moving In Higashi-Chichibumura was started. 
・February, 2020, Friendship city agreement was concluded with Choseimura, Chiba Prefecture.

昔も今も変わらないもの
Things That Remain Unchanged
With the times the common scenery has changed, but the feeling to think about the region and the heart to support each other live on in this village.
Alongside 70 years of journey, there was this nature every time. We present you in the next pages things that still remain with rich nature.

1. 【Shoku＝eat】 Gathered around the hearth
Famly members figures surrounding the hearth. On the table there were
simple cooking made of everyday ingredients such as vegetable and blessings of nature. Eat seasonal things, and keep the remainders as preserved food. Alive in everyday meals of the people who have knowledge
of living with nature. 
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2.【住＝live in】Always there is the presence of people in the house
When the distance of the houses was far shorter than nowadays, and the neighbors were coming and going freely, people were talking to each other
in between farm work, otherwise children play in the neighbors houses- houses were not only for the owners but the place where the people in region get together.

3.【仕事＝Job】Live together with mountains
In the village surrounded by the mountains, the jobs which utilize regional resources, such as agriculture and forestry, have supported people’s everyday life. The figures of village people were seen, working in the mountains and fields from early morning until sunset facing the nature to protect livelihood of village people.

4.【遊び＝Play】Playground is village itself
The playground for children is not limited to schools and parks only. To play on the riverside, to run around the hills and to play together with his friends till the sunset. These sceneries are not natural matters now, but they were normal everyday sceneries for the then children. 
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