人権シリーズ　【思いやりの心で】
Human Rights Series [With a compassionate heart]

This time of season our Higashi-Chichibumura is wrapped with flowers of various colors. Flowers make our heart feel brightness. 
Some time ago when I went on to see flowers, I saw a flower which had a tag “flower of human rights” in the flower garden. That was  a flower being grown up under the name of “Movement of flowers of human rights”. 
This movement of human rights is a movement destined principally to the pupils of elementary schools. Its movement is for the pupils to grow the importance of life and feeling of compassion through  their cooperative cultivation of flowers. This movement is an enlightenment movement by the Ministry of Justice carried on nationally since the year 1982. The Ministry distributes flower seeds and  seedlings to the schools 
asking them to raise the seeds and seedlings. This movement includes to deliver the grown-up flowers to community facilities, targeting to raise up consciousness of gentle heart and the respect of human rights in the total regions. In parallel with this movement there are schools where, in order to raise rich emotional sensitivity through flower cultivation,
undergraduates decorate flowers in the ceremonial hall in such occasion as graduation to express their thanks to the graduates.
In public relations magazine of this year’s March issue there was  a news that the 6th year pupils of Tsukigawa Elementary School, as “regional friendship project”, together with the peoples of senior club  planting flowers in the Yamanami garden, and establishing warm relations. Through  the activity like this, I think thoughtful and warm heart fostered in each person to  warm the family and society. This spirit is important as many human rights problems will be solved. Respecting the position and idea of our counterpart, we may establish the society where we can pass daily with bright and mind-easy situation. 

Michiko Kobayashi, District welfare officer and Commissioned Child Welfare Volunteer of Higashi-Chichibumura
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This is a work made when I went to Tochigi Prefecture.
Skunk cabbage blooms around the beginning of April. I found this flower in a
copse. It is said that, seeing a trainee monk practices zazen,  some one named the flower. It remained in my heart the figure that blooms, resisting the coldness of winter,.

Hiroko Takano	, Hangawo tanoshimu kai (Yasudo)
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