New Year's Greetings
Higashichichibu Village Mayor Sadanori Kouno
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A Happy New Year Everybody！　I am pleased to express to you that you have welcomed a New Year safely.  I express my gratitude to your kind cooperation shown to  me last year。This year also  I will promote the village administration for the satisfaction of all the villagers.
Last year there were some important matters for our village. First of all, there was a bid for the construction of a new village hall. I am very glad as the construction work started for its completion toward the end of June, next year. The completion of this new building has a big significance for the villagers. Hereafter we will make efforts so that the villagers can receive more  convenient and effective village administration services.
Also, despite the surge of prices, in order to help the villagers daily life even a little, various measures were take last year. To raise the life quality and to make environment where people can pass the time with ease are an  important mission of village administration. This year also these measures shall be continued and fulfilled.
Further, as the task in the future, we will listen to the voices of the villagers opinions and requirements. We will challenge to build a strong foundation for
villagers life,  improvement of social welfare and enrichment of   educational environment. For the development of our village the villagers cooperation cannot be missed. We shall be very much grateful to receive your frank opinions. Gathering the villagers power we shall make a better village under villagers cooperation. This year corresponds to HORSE in the Japanese Zodiac. The year of horse is considered as energetic and aggressive year. It is the year to have a positive outlook on every thing and people are not afraid of a new challenge. This year is really a challenge year, and to raise the sense of fulfillment and satisfaction of the villagers, many measures shall be put into practice. Utilization of local resources, promotion of inbound tourism and protection of environment, we will commit to these important themes and develop village’s growth.
As the conclusion, I pray for you this year is a wonderful, full of greenery year. Your cooperation for this year is highly appreciated. I close this brief address upon the new year. 
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