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“What is human right？”
The word “Jinken”sounds very abstractly. Seemingly every body understands the word but it is the word hard to understand.　We only can　say that basically it is【an universal thing】 but at present it is seen in various ways owing to the difference of period, religion and region. etc. It is a thread which comes from the big problem of human rights which happen because of recent conveniency of life  (internet, etc.)
I have come to think about human rights 2 years ago when I was assigned to be a civil rights commissioner. I was given the chance to read human rights essay of middle school students. The essays were very impressive. I was amazed at the problems consciousness which middle school students of young 12 and 15 years old have against the problems of handicapped persons, racial segregation, equality in gender difference and bullying, etc. They have such human rights consciousness incomparable with the then ourselves. The catch copy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications in their human rights enlightenment is again this year 【not someone else】. This catch copy catches precisely the base of human rights education. Catch a thing not as a matter of someone else, but as precisely my own thing. It is very important to develop such sense of human rights.
21st century is called the period of human rights. It has passed already a quarter century. In the worldwide human rights education is put in  effort. In our neighborhood what we read and recognized from reading the human rights essays of middle school students, makes us think that human rights education is progressing steadily and surely. I hope much success to such young generation who has such a wonderful sense of human rights.
Morio Ohno, Human Rights Commissioner 
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